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Digital artists today have access to a wealth of 
computational tools across diverse disciplines and 
media. Yet the way they use these tools may not 
always align with the visions of developers, leading to 
an intimate but sometimes fraught relationship with 
software.



Rather than seeing this gap between developer intent 
and user behavior as a problem of usability, we look 
towards circumstances beyond the interface which 
motivate unexpected tool use. 



Cultural, personal, and normative understandings of 
creative practice inform how practitioners define 
“proper use”, and subsequently the inverse – creative 
behavior that is seen as “improper”, which we call 
“misuse”.

How artists perceive misuse 
in their creative practice
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(2)Contexts in which misuse occurs

We envision a direction of 
HCI research that studies 
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tools just as thoughtfully as it 
studies how they use them.
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